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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 1371 

USCINCEUR AND CINCUSNAVEUR ALSO FOR POLADS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: MFA OFFICIAL EXPLAINS GOM LEGAL POSITION ON SAHARA 
SOVEREIGNTY 

1 . DURING FEB 9 CALL BY EMBOFF ON LOS MATTERS (REPORTED SEPTEL), 
MFA DIRECTOR OF LEGAL DIVISION, MUSTAPHA EL GHARBI, GAVE HIS 
VERSION OF GOM LEGAL POSITION ON SAHARAN SOVEREIGNTY. 
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2. GOM CONSIDERED PART A OF LAST DECEMBER'S UNGA SAHARA 
RESOLUTION AS COMPLETELY OVERTAKEN BY EVENTS, AND THEREFORE VOID, 
GHARBI INDICATED. PART A HAD CALLED ON ADMINISTERING POWER 
(SPAIN) TO PERFORM CERTAIN ACTIONS THAT IT COULD NO LONGER 
ACCOMPLISH, SPAIN HAVING NOW DECLARED ITS ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES 
TERMINATED. 

3. AS FOR PART B OF RESOLUTION, UN - AND PARTICULARLY SECYGEN - 
HAD NOT ACTED RESPONSIBLY, GHARBI ASSERTED. UN REP RYDBECK HAD 
GONE TO EL AYOUN ON WHAT SWEDISH ENVOY HAD INSISTED ON CALLING 
"EXPLORATORY MISSION.” IMPLYING THAT TYDBECK COULD HAVE FULFILLED 
RESOLUTION'S REQUIREMENT FOR UN /SUPERVISION” 

OF CONSULTATIONS WITH SAHARAN POPULATION, GHARBI COMPLAINED THAT 
RYDBECK HAD NOT ONCE ASKED TO SEE DOCUMENTATION OR TO INVESTIGATE 
OTHER DETAILS CONCERNING LEGITIMACY OF JEMAA. 

4. GHARBI CLAIMED THAT JEMAA WHICH MET FEB 26 CONSISTED OF 
”57 OR 60” MEMBERS. OF ORIGINAL TOTAL OF 102, 10 MEMBERS' TERMS 
HAD EXPIRED. OF THE REMAINING, HE SAID "ABOUT 20" WERE IN 
ALGERIA, REPEATING GOM CONTENTION THAT THEY WERE BEING HELD 
AGAINST THEIR WILLS. THUS, HE ARGUED, JEMAA VOTE HAD BEEN LEGAL 
AND CORRECT. 

5. AS FOR POSSIBILITY OF SAHARA REFERENDUM, GHARBI ASKED 
RHETORICALLY HOW THIS COULD BE HELD WHEN SO MANY REFUGEES WERE 
BEING DETAINED IN ALGERIA. THEIR SPANISH IDENTITY CARDS HAD BEEN 
TAKEN AWAY AND REPLACED WITH ALGERIAN CARDS, AND THEIR NUMBERS 
HAD BEEN INCREASED BY ALGERIAN INJECTION OF NON-SAHARANS. 

6. IN ANY CASE, GHARBI CONCLUDED, DECLARATION OF SAHARAN 
DEMOCRATIC ARAB REPUBLIC (SDAR) HAD CHANGED LEGAL PICTURE ENTIRELY. 
POLISARIO HAD BECOME A GROUP OF "SECESSIONISTS" - RATHER, 

"WOULD-BE SECESSIONISTS' "N FOR THEY CONTROLLED NO TERRITORY - AND 
THEY WOULD BE DEALT WITH ACCORDINGLY. 

7. COMMENT. ALTHOUGH MUCH OF FOREGOING REPRESENTS LONGSTANDING 
GOM POSITION, FOCUS ON RYDBECK'S ALLEGED FAILURE TO DO HIS JOB AND 
"SECESSIONIST" LABEL FOR POLISARIO APPEAR TO BE NEWLY EVOLVING 
GOM ARGUMENTS. THERE REMAINS AN ELEMENT OF DEFENSIVENESS IN 
MOROCCAN EXPLANATIONS, AND MOROCCAN OFFICIALS SEEM TO BE 
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INCREASINGLY AWARE OF PROBLEMS OTHERS ARE HAVING IN ACCEPTING 
FINALITY OF MOROCCAN/MAURITANIAN SOVEREIGNTY OVER SAHARA. NEW 
AND INNOVATIVE IDEAS AS TO HOW TO RESOLVE THIS DILEMMA ARE 
LACKING AMONG OUR MOROCCAN INTERLOCUTORS, HOWEVER, AND GOM CAN 
PROBABLY BE EXPECTED TO PURSUE PRESENT UNCOMPROMISING PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE APPROACH INDEFINITELY. 

8. LEAVING ASIDE FOR MOMENT POSSIBILITY OF MAJOR MILITARY 
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DEVELOPMENTS, LEGAL STATUS OF SAHARA SEEMS DESTINED TO BECOME A 
RECURRING ITEM ON AGENDAS OF INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS. RESPONSE 
OF OTHER STATES (INCLUDING THE U.S.) TO LEGALISTIC ISSUES POSED 
BY CLAIMS TO SOVEREIGNTY IN SAHARA CAN BE EXPECTED TO 
BE WATCHED CLOSELY BY THE CONTENDING PARTIES. KASHMIR, MOVE OVER* 

NEUMANN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW, TERRITORIAL CLAIMS, ORGANIZATION & MANAGEMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976RABAT01371 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760091-0629 
From: RABAT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760375/aaaacohf.tel 

Line Count: 121 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20 APR 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <16 AUG 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MFA OFFICIAL EXPLAINS GOM LEGAL POSITION ON SAHARA SOVEREIGNTY 
TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, MO, SP, SS, AG, (GHARBI, MUSTAPHA EL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



